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THANKSGIVING & ADVENT SCHEDULE 

 
THANKSGIVING DAY MASS NOVEMBER 24, 2011 at 9:00  

 
 

ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2011 
Weekend Masses 

 Saturday 4:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

Weekday Masses 9:00 AM 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Saturday, December 3, 2011 

5:30 PM Social Hour - 6:30 PM Dinner 
 

Happy Birthday, Jesus and Breakfast with Santa 
Following 9:00 and 10:30 Masses Sunday, December 4, 2011 

 
Glavin Party Wednesday December 7, 2011 

Fr. Smith Center at 5:00 PM 
 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASSES 
Thursday, December 8 at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Saturday, December 24, 2011 

4:00 PM  
6:00 PM (Pageant with Children’s Choir) 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASSES 
Saturday, December 31, 2011 

4:00 PM 
Sunday, January 1, 2012 

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
 

Confessions heard on Saturdays at 3:00 PM 
 

Year after year, no matter how great the need, St. 
Anne’s Human Services brings the joy of Christmas to 
so many who depend on their kindness.  But they 
can’t do it without your help.  Please remember 
those who depend on us this holiday season and take 
a tag from the Giving Tree.   

Thank you. 

 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

 
We are fast approaching the Advent and 

Christmas season.  This year it will bring some small 
liturgical changes, which will affect us beginning with 
the First Sunday of Advent.  Most of these are changes 
in the wording of the Gloria, the Creed, and a few of 
the responses during the Mass.  The bulk of the changes 
affect the priests’ parts, so there may be a few pauses, 
fumbles, long stares, scratching of the head, etc. before 
we get all these new prayer responses memorized!  It’s 
hard to relearn after so many years of saying Mass – so 
we will bear with one another as we learn together. 
 Also, as we enter the holiday season, please be 
aware of the greater than ever need to help the less 
fortunate.  With so many out of work, the needs are 
overwhelming for many of the charitable organizations.  
St. Anne’s Human Services is now feeding over 1,200 
people each week and more keep coming in.  St. Francis 
tells us that ―it is in giving that we receive‖ and that is 
evident in the blessings God has given to us as a 
community.  Let us continue in the same generosity of 
heart, that same humility of service that is the hallmark 
of all great Christian communities. 
 May God bless you all in this season of 
blessings. 
  
 



Following God’s Call 

My name is Fr. Paul W. Lemire.  I was born in 

Worcester, Massachusetts on the seventeenth of 
June, 1935, the youngest of four boys.  I led a 
normal life, attending St. Peter’s grammar and high 
schools.  While in high school, I began to feel the 
call of God to be a priest.  I decided that I would 
become a Maryknoll missionary.  I left St. Peter’s 
and went to a junior seminary in Pennsylvania.  But 
it was not to be.  I missed my family (and playing 
football!) so I left the seminary, returned to St. 
Peter’s and completed my education. 
 
In 1954, there was still a military obligation for all 

men, so I enlisted in the army.  Because the Korean War was still going on I qualified for GI benefits that would make it 
possible to attend college.  After three years in the Army, I was discharged and began my studies at Worcester State College.  
I decided to become a chemistry teacher. 
 
While I was in college, I met and fell in love with Mary Boyle.  We were married during my first year of college.  While in 
college, I was a radio engineer and later night manager of the Fair discount store to support my growing family consisting of 
a daughter Pat and a son Paul.  In 1961, I graduated from college and began my career as a teacher at Sutton High School.  I 
left Sutton for Auburn High School, where I spent 24 years teaching chemistry and running the science department. 
 
During this time, two more children arrived, Charlotte and David.  We bought our first home in Auburn, and life was good.  
Once again, I felt the call of God to serve his people and I became a permanent Deacon in 1979.  I served the people of St. 
Marks’ Church in Sutton and St. Joseph’s Church in Auburn. 
 
In 1981, my wife Mary was diagnosed with cancer, and in 1982 she died at age 46.  During her last days, she told some of our 
close friends that I would become a priest.  I took this as the call of God and spent three years in prayer and discernment.  
Finally, in 1985 I applied for entrance into Blessed Pope John XXIII seminary.  After four years of study, the Bishop of 
Worcester called me to priesthood.  I was ordained on June 3, 1989 and began my life as a priest with four children, nine 
grandchildren and later two great-grandchildren.  My life was full of joy and love in service to God’s people.   
 
I was assigned to St. Boniface parish and later St. Mary’s in Southbridge.  After six and one-half years at St. Mary’s I was 
made pastor of a small parish, St. Thomas a Becket in Barre.  After two years in Barre, ill health caused me to request senior 
priest status and I lived in Leicester, later moving to St. Joseph’s in Auburn and here to St. Anne’s this past July.  Therefore, 
this is my journey in response to God’s call. 
         Fr. Paul W. Lemire 
         Senior Priest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
In this edition of our newsletter, we recognize 
another family who helps to make St. Anne’s Parish 
the wonderful place that it is--the Skavis family.   
 
 
 

Lynn Skavis is currently a Eucharistic Minister, 
has taught religious education for many years (at 
one time coordinating the First Eucharist Program) 
and is the chairperson of our newly formed 
Bereavement Committee.  Shannon, Tim and Ryan 
Skavis were all altar servers since grammar school 
(Ryan is currently an altar server and is also a 
Eucharistic Minister both at St. Anne’s and at St. 
John’s, where he is a senior).  All three of the 
Skavis children have been in the Christmas 
pageant.  Both Shannon and Tim were active in St. 
Anne’s CYC and enjoyed the ski trips and other 
trips, such as to Hershey Park. 
 

Following Confirmation, Shannon participated in 
some special youth ministry events with the priests 
and catechists.  Ryan volunteered at Camp 
Sunshine, and both Ryan and Tim played CYC 
basketball, which was coached for many years by 
Andy Cesnickas.   
 
Although John Skavis is not Catholic, he has 
participated in every way possible at church and 
has supported Lynn and their children in their faith.  
He is always willing to help family and friends at 
any time.  He has volunteered at St. Anne’s parties 
and has also helped with set up and clean up of the 
hall when the Bereavement Committee is called 
upon. 
 
They have been members of St. Anne’s Parish for 
26 years.  Every one of those years has been a 
blessing to our faith community, and we look 
forward to many more. 

 
 

 

Ministry of Warm Welcomes______________________ 
 
Last July, Betty Zemaitis met with Fr. Foley to present an idea she had for a new 
committee.  This committee would be a group who would knit/crochet afghans to 
present in gift bags to families at the baptism of their sons and daughters along with 
the candles used at the ceremony, the ceremonial garments placed on the children 
during the baptism, prayer cards and handmade rosary beads.  Betty thought that this 
would be a way of celebrating with families this special day in their lives and their 
children’s entry into the Catholic faith. 
 

We are very happy to announce that this committee has hit the ground running!  In addition to Betty, the 
committee includes Joan Patchell, Kara Snyder-Gerardi, Melina Duchesneau, Donna Andrews, Diane Betti, 
Rosemarie Morana, Justine Jansen, Linda Snyder, Joan Brunell, Helen Lebel and Kathy Greenwood.  Along 
with the beautiful afghans, a warm welcome for each new child, Justine embroiders “St. Anne 2011” on the 
white garments placed on the children during the ceremony.  The group prays over the afghans, and it is clear 
that they are made with love.    Joan Patchell came up with the name “Ministry of Warm Welcomes” which was 
unanimously approved by the members of the group.  So far, the group has made 28 afghans.  The extra ones 
are donated, through Melina, to the pediatric ward at St. Vincent’s Hospital. 
 
They truly are a Ministry of Warm Welcomes!  

A  
FAITH-FILLED FAMILY 
OF ST. ANNE’S PARISH! 

The Skavis Family:  (left to right) Shannon, Tim, Lynn, Ryan and John 



Charlie & Kathy Gruszka 

Life on this Side of the Lake at St. Anne’s
 
There is a saying that “nobody likes 
change except a baby with a wet 
diaper!”  Change, for most people 
causes feelings of discomfort to 
different degrees and we adapt in our 
individual ways.  For the former 
members of Saint Margaret Mary 
Parish change happened over three 
years ago when the Diocese sent the 
order to close our small, fiscally 
sound, but aging parish in June, 2008. 
 
For me, the change was dramatic.  I 
held over fifty years of memories.  My 
family moved to the Lake View 
neighborhood to our first single family 
home from the family three-decker on 
Vernon Hill.  It was the pastor of the 
parish at the time, Fr. Thomas Dillon, 
who found the house for my parents.  

Thus began a relationship with the 
parish which was our extended family. 
The neighborhood defined my life.  
My school, church, and friends were 
all within walking distance, and my 
life revolved around them.  My parish 
was a place where all the joyous 
celebrations took place beginning with 
my First Communion, my 
Confirmation, and my marriage. 
 
My husband, Charlie, joined the parish 
when we married forty years ago and 
we celebrated the Baptism, First 
Communion, and Confirmation of our 
two daughters, Maryellen and 
Kathryn, at St. Margaret Mary’s.  Our 
weekly attendance at Mass connected 
us to our extended family, who shared  

with us in all our joys and sorrows.  At 
various times, Charlie and I served on 
our parish council and religious 
education board.  I taught in the First 
Communion program and Charlie 
taught Confirmation class.  With one 
of our parish priests, we conducted the 
Marriage Encounter preparation 
program, Evenings for the Engaged.  
 
Many who were born and raised in the 
neighborhood also raised their own 
children there.  It was a place of 
comfort and security.  Thoughts of our 
parish remind us of the CCD classes 
taught by the Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
the May processions, the minstrel 
shows, parish dances and parties, 
chicken barbecues, bazaars, movie 
nights, and a long list of special priests 
who were a part of our lives.  We 

experienced a grieving process as the 
final Mass at St. Margaret Mary’s 
approached and tears on the day it 
took place. 
 
Our welcome and acceptance by the 
priests and parishioners of St. Anne’s 
parish has helped us to accept that 
significant change in our lives.  We 
have already begun to build a 
storehouse of wonderful memories 
here!  We have new friends, new 
activities, and new opportunities 
which have helped us to accept our 
change.   
 
We appreciate the efforts of our 
priests to reach out and connect with 
the parishioners on a personal basis.  

Fr. Moran of St. Anne’s and Fr. 
Hawthorne of St. Margaret Mary’s, 
were a great 
team in planning 
a comforting 
transition.  
Seeing the statue 
of St. Margaret 
Mary at the side 
altar, the statue 
of the Sacred 
Heart as we 
drive up to 
church, and the 
Christmas and 
Easter displays that came over with us 
from St. Margaret Mary’s has helped 
us to feel anchored and “at home.”  
The uplifting public comments of Fr. 
Foley and Fr. O’Connell about the 
blessings of the blending of the 
parishes have also made us feel so 
very welcome.  We feel blessed by the 
spiritual leadership and down to earth 
homilies provided by the team of 
priests at St. Anne’s.  Having had the 
opportunity to experience Fr. Gilgun 
before his passage to heaven was a 
special blessing!  Charlie has enjoyed 
the camaraderie of the many men of 
St. Anne’s who attend the monthly 
gatherings of the First Friday Club of 
Worcester and the annual Diocesan 
Men’s Conference.  Finally, we feel 
proud to be in a parish which so 
actively models the Christian spirit 
through its many community outreach 
projects. 
 
I cannot say that I never look back.  
The building that housed our parish 
still stands, and, when we pass by it, 
we think about those “good old days” 
that are very much a part of who we 
are.  We do, however, look forward to 
the future and building a new set of 
memories with our new parish family 
here at St. Anne’s!  
   Kathy Gruszka, Parishioner  10/28/11



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changes are Coming. . . 
 
LITURGY CHANGES BEGIN ON 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27, THE FIRST 
SUNDAY OF ADVENT.  Ever since the 
days of Vatican Council II and the use of 
English at Mass, the Church has continued to 
work on better translations from the ancient 
Latin texts.  After years of work, a new 
translation of the Roman Missal, which is used 
at our liturgies, has been formally approved by 
Pope Benedict XVI and the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  The prayers 
may seem more poetic but are rich in theology.  
There are some obvious changes for the people 
with a few different words in the Gloria and 
Creed.  Michael Palumbo, our parish organist, 
makes the following comments: 
 
The way Mass is celebrated and the structure of 
the Mass are not changing, only some of the 
prayers and responses by the priest and the 
congregation.  These changes will reflect a 
closer translation from the Latin.  For instance, 
the response to the greeting, “The Lord be with 
you” will be changed from “And also with you” 
to “And with your spirit.”  This is a closer 
translation of “et cum spiritu tuo.”  There are 
also different responses to the Eucharistic 
acclamation. “Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again” has been eliminated and 
there are four alternate responses that we shall 
learn.  At communion time, our response will be 
“Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”  All of these changes will 
be found in the 2012 Breaking Bread hymnal.   
 
We will also begin singing a new Mass written 
by Dan Schutte, Mass of Christ the Savior, 
which can also be found in the 2012 Breaking 
Bread hymnal.  All of these changes will begin 
the first Sunday of Advent, which begins the new 
church year.   
 
The setting for the Lord’s Prayer will also be 
changed.  This will take a little time to learn and 
we will gradually ease into the changes.  We 
have started the new Alleluia these past few 
months and the melody for the new Mass 
changes very little from this Alleluia.  We will be 
playing parts of the Mass of Christ the Savior 
before all the weekend Masses to help you begin 
this transition. 
   Mike Palumbo 
   Organist 
                                     
                    

St. Anne’s Musical Revue of 1941 
Michael Perna Jr., Chronicle Historian 

St. Anne’s Church has a long and rich history of serving Shrewsbury’s 
Catholic community, outlined in a recently released pamphlet which 
celebrates recent improvements to the church itself.  Over the years, 
many different events were held by the church’s parishioners.  One of 
these, detailed in the pamphlet shown here, was a “Musical Revue and 
Dance” held on February 24 and 25, 1941 at the Town Hall.  The 
pamphlet represents a piece of history in itself—over a hundred 
parishioners signed the original, which was then reproduced and 
distributed.  Although it isn’t possible to list all of them here, some of the 
families that current residents might recognize include Geraldi, 
Cummins, Lacombe, Michalak, Caruso, Kershaw, Shields, Billings, Adams, 
Joubert, Russell, Todisco, Perna, Thomas and Howe.  Local businesses 
mentioned include Lovey’s Garage, Harold Daniels Insurance, Bill’s 
Diner, Wayside Café, Spag’s Hardware Store, Grande’s Market, The Hale 
Drug Co. and the Lake Shore Market.  The Musical Revue and Dance of 
February 1941 was truly a community event! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Enjoying Italian Night (left to right) Joanne Zannotti, Jane Ryan, Fr. Lemire, Carol Scannell 

Fr. O’Connell 

Fr. Foley on a brief break from his kitchen duties! 

 

 
Once again, Italian Night was a big success.  We are truly 

blessed to have such a great parish.  Where can you go today for a 
wonderful meal, entertainment, dancing and fun for $20.00?  The 
hall was full with family and friends having a good time. 

Our Irish Fr. Paul O’Connell was his usual funny ―Italian‖ 
self!  Our pastor Fr. John Foley came out of the kitchen, clad in an 
apron, to give the blessing for our meal.  He works right along with 
the crew, prepping the food to be served. 

Thanks to all who work in the kitchen—everything went so 
well.  Big kudos to Tammy and Marie Mastro for working days to 
prepare the eggplant, meatballs and chicken.  Vinny Mastro, Evie 
and Ted Gulledge, and many others work very hard at all our events.  
Evie is so talented at making all the centerpieces for the tables. 
Thanks to her someone goes home with a lot of chocolate treats!  The 
pastries are made by parishioners, and they are really yummy. 

Bruce Andrews did a great job of entertaining us with an 
Italian sing-along.  All in all, the night was a lot of fun. 

   Sincerely, 
   Barbara Truelson 

 



Congratulations to Brian and Lindsey Morrissey on their 
recent marriage.  Brian is the designer of our website and the 
son of Kevin and Pat Morrissey, our finance secretary. 

 

St. Anne’s Free Medical Clinic 

Celebrates 
Its 15th Anniversary 

On Saturday, September 10th, the 4 o’clock Mass, 
celebrated by Fr. John Foley, preceded the 15th 
anniversary celebration of St. Anne’s Free Medical Clinic. A 
dinner followed at the Fr. Smith Center and was attended 
by St. Anne’s clergy, Fr. Edward Moran (retired), Dr. 
Harvey Clermont as well as clinic volunteers and guests. 
This memorable event included recognition of the 
multiple services offered at the clinic through the efforts 
of Dr. Harvey Clermont and the staff of volunteers who 
have contributed to its success. Special recognition was 
given to Leo Duchesneau, recently deceased, for his untiring effort as a volunteer during the 15 years that St. Anne’s Clinic has 

operated. 
 
 Dr. Harvey Clermont, in 1996, approached Fr. Moran with a request to open a free medical clinic in 
the Fr. Smith Center. With the approval of the Parish Council members, the clinic opened as an option 
for people who had no health insurance and were in need of medical attention. Non-emergency 
medical treatment became available to the community through the efforts of Dr. Clermont, other 
medical professionals and volunteers. 
 
Over the past 15 years, the number of clients has grown steadily and during the past year more than 
3,318 patients were seen by the attending staff.  The clinic continues to meet many families’ needs, 
allowing patients with a broad spectrum of medical illnesses to receive treatment at no cost. The clinic 
is open on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM with a medical staff and volunteers who make a 
concerted effort to provide treatment to those in need.   

John Zemaitis, Parishioner and Clinic Volunteer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Harvey Clermont 

Fr. Lemire and family 

Enzo Bonnici, Josh Bryant, Ryan Skavis and Christopher 
Rutigliano were recently installed as Eucharistic Ministers at 

St. John’s High School. 
Rebecca Smith is preparing to become a Eucharistic Minister 

at Holy Name Central Catholic Jr.-Sr. High School. 
All of them are members of St. Anne’s 

Confirmation Class of 2011. 
Congratulations and God bless you all! 

 
 

Some of the clinic’s many dedicated volunteers 

 

William “Butch” Rand           (508) 845-9850 
               Owner  Fax:  (508) 842-7083 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Automotive Repairing 
     & MA Inspection 
  185 Memorial Drive 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 

Our thanks to this issue’s sponsor: 



St. Anne’s Parish 
Phone: 508-757-5154  Fax: 508-797-9520  email address:  starec@aol.com  website: stannesparish.org 

Mass Times  
Saturday 4:00 PM, Sunday 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, Monday through Friday 9:00 AM (Recitation of Rosary follows 9:00 AM Daily Mass) 

Holy Days 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 
Confession Saturdays at 3:00 PM 

 

Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. John J. Foley       RCIA:  Nicholas Morana 
Senior Priest:  Rev Paul T. O’Connell      Volunteer Director of Human Services:  Elaine LeBlanc 
Senior Priest: Rev. Paul W. Lemire      Organist:  Michael Palumbo 
Deacon:  Rev. Dr. Dennis P. Klug      Choir Director:  Victor Kruczynski 
Director of Religious Education:  Karen Etre     Finance Secretary:  Patricia Morrissey 
Pastoral Assistant:  Ellie Smith      Parish Secretary & Bulletin Editor:  Judy Goselin 
Parish Administrator:  Joseph Zecco      Housekeeper:  June St. Marie 
Maintenance Manager:  Gary Dency 

 

Parish Council Members 
Paul Bleau      Tracy Flynn    Paula Petrone 
Art Brunell      Marty Green    Michael Ryan 
Norma Caron      Barbara Legassey    Patricia Scarborough 
Andrew Cesnickas      Rob Loconto    Ellie Smith 
Susan Mitchell      Elaine LeBlanc    Paul Towler 
Matthew Etre      Tammy Mastro    Joanne Zannotti 
Charles Mayo      Joseph Zecco 
 

Newsletter Committee 
Fr. Paul O’Connell, Jo-Anne Cronin, Ted & Evie Gulledge, Tammy Mastro, Peggy Olson, Ellie Smith 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 

Come Home to the Church This Advent 


